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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 



Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A bale kicker assembly for a round baler having a 
bale-forming chamber and a tailgate movable between a closed position during formation 
of die bale within the bale-forming chamber and an open position for discharging the bale 
from the bale-forming chamber, comprising: 
5 an iimer kicker section located below of the bale-forming chamber, wherein 

the inner kicker section defines an inner end and an outer end, wherein d ie inner end of 
the inner kicker section is pivotablv mounted to the baler and where in the inner kicker 
section is movable between a lowered discharge position and a raised position, and 
wherein movement of the inner kicker section between the lowered discharge position 
10 and the raised position moves the outer end of the inner kicker section verti cally between 
a lowered position and a raised position ; 

an outer kicker section having an inner end pivotably mounted to the outer 
end of the inner kicker section and an outer end spaced rearwardly therefrom, wherein the 
outer kicker section is adapted to engage the ground when the inner kicker section is in its 
1 5 lowered position, and is raised above the ground when the inner kicker section is in its 
raised position: and 

a lifting and lowering arrangement interconnected with the inner kicker 
section for moving die inner kicker section between its raised and lowered positions; 

wherein, when the inner kicker section is in its lowered position and the 
20 outer end of the outer kicker section is engaged with the ground, a bale discharged from 
the bale-forming chamber is received by die inner kicker section and moves away from 
the bale-forming chamber on the inner kicker section and the outer kicker section and, 
when the inner kicker section is moved to its raised position from its lowered position, 
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the bale is moved off the outer kicker section and the outer end of the outer kicker section 
25 is positioned so as to prevent the bale from rolling toward the baler. 

2. (Currently Amended) The bale kicker assembly of claim 1 , wherein the 
inner end of the outer kicker section is pivotably mounted to the outer end of the inner 
kicker section for movement about a substantially horizontal pivot axis. 

3. (Currently Amended) Tho bal e lacker oflGombly of claim 2, further 
rnmprip.infT A hale kicker assembly for a round baler having a bale-forming chamber and 
a tail gate movable between a closed position during forma tion of the bale within the bale- 
formin g chamber and an open position for discharging the b ale from the bale-forming 

5 chamber, comprising: 

an inner kicker section located below of the bale-form ing chamber, wherein 

the inner kicker section is movable between a lowered disc harge position and a raised 
position; 

an outer kicker section having an inner end pivotah lv mounted to the inner 

10 kicker section and an outer end spaced rearwardlv there from, wherein the outer kicker 
section is adapted to engage the ground when the inner kic ker section is in its lowered 
position, and is raised above the ground when the inner ki cker section is in its raised 
position, wherein the inner end of the outer kicker section is pivotablv mounted to the 
inner kicker section for movement about a substantiallv horizontal pivot axis; 

15 a lifting and lowering arrangement interconnected with the inner kicker 

section for moving the inner kicker section between its raised and lowered positions; 

wherein, when the inner kicker section is in its lowered po sition and the 

outer end of the outer kicker section is engaged with the ground, a bale discharged from 
the hale-forming chamber is received bv the inner kicker secti on and moves away from 
20 the bale-forming chamber on the inner kicker section and the outer kicker section and, 
when the inner kicker section is moved to its raised positi on from its lowered position, 
the hale is moved off the outer kicker section and the outer en d of the outer kicker section 
is positioned so as to prevent the bale from rolling tow ard the baler; and 
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a stop arrangement interposed between the outer kicker section and the 

outer end of the inner kicker section for lifting the outer kicker section upon movement of 
the inner kicker section to its raised position. 

4. (Original) The bale kicker assembly ofclaim 3, wherein the stop 
arrangement comprises a stop member secured to the inner end of the outer kicker section 
and a stop surface on the inner kicker section, wherein the stop member and stop surface 
are configured to maintain the outer end of the outer kicker section in engagement with 

5 the ground during initial movement of the inner kicker section from its lowered position 
toward its raised position, and thereafter engage each other to lift the outer end of the 
outer kicker section above the ground so as to move the bale off the outer kicker section, 
wherein the outer end of the outer kicker section engages the bale after movement of the 
bale off the outer kicker section to prevent the bale from rolling toward the baler. 

5. (Original) The bale kicker assembly of claim 2, further comprising a 
transport latch member interconnected with the tailgate and engageable with the outer 
kicker section for maintaining the outer kicker section above the ground when the baler is 
not in use. 

6. (Currently Amended) The bale Iciclcor oooombly ofclaim 5 Abale 
kicker assembly for a round baler having a bale-forming chamber and a tailgate movable 
between a closed position during formation of the bale within the bale-forming chamber 
and an open position for discharging the bale from the bale -forming chamber. 

5 comprising: 

an inner kicker section located below of the bale-forming cham ber, wherein 

the inner kicker section is movable between a lowered discha rge position and a raised 
position; 

an outer kicker section having an inner end pivotablv mounted to the inner 

10 kicker section and an outer end spaced r earwardlv therefrom, wherein the outer kicker 
section is adapted to engage the ground when th e inner kicker section is in its lowered 
position, and is raised above the ground when the inner kicker section i s in its raised 
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position, wherein the inner end of the outer kicker section is pivotablv mounted to the 
inner kicker section for movement about a substantially horizontal pivot axis: 

15 a lifting and lowering arrangement interconnected v^ith the inner kicker 

section for moving the inner kicker section between its raised and lowered positions; 

wherein, when the inner kicker section is in its lowered position and the 

outer end of the outer kicker section is engaged with the ground, a bale discharged from 
the bale- forming chamber is received by die inner kicker section and moves away from 

20 the bale-forming chamber on the inner kicker section and the outer kicker section and, 
when the inner kicker section is moved to its raised position from its lowered position, 
the bale is moved off the outer kicker section and the outer end of the outer kicker section 
is positioned so as to prevent the bale from rolling toward the baler: and 
a transport latch member interconnected with the tailgate and engageable 

25 with the outer kicker section for maintaining the outer kicker section above the ground 
when the baler is not in use , wherein the transport latch member comprises a hook 
member engageable with the outer kicker section, and wherein the outer kicker section 
and the hook member are configured such that movement of the tailgate to its open 
position causes the hook member to move along the outer kicker section such that the 

30 hook member moves out of engagement with the outer kicker section so as to allow 
movement of the outer kicker section, 

7. (Currently Amended) The bale kicker assembly of claim 2, wherein the 
inner end of the inner kicker section is mounte d to the baler for pivoting movement about 
a substantially horizontal pivot axis between its raised and lowered positions. 

8. (Original) The bale kicker assembly of claim 7, wherein the lifting and 
lowering arrangement comprises a cylinder assembly interconnected with the inner kicker 
section, wherein the cylinder assembly includes an extendible and retractable member 
operable to cause movement of the inner kicker section between its lowered and raised 

5 positions 
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9, (Currently Amended) A round baler, comprising: 

a bale-forming chamber defined by a series of side-by-side baler belts; 

a tailgate with which the baler belts are engaged, wherein the tailgate is 
movable between a closed position during bale formation and an open position for 
5 discharging the bale rearwardly from the bale-forming chamber; and 

a bale kicker for facilitating movement of the bale onto the ground when 
the tailgate is in its open position and the bale is discharged from the bale- forming 
chamber, comprising an inner section located below of the bale-forming chamber, 
wherein the inner section defines an inner end and an outer end and, wherein the inner 
10 end of the inner section is pivotablv mounted to the baler for movemehtis movabl e 
between a raised retaining position and a lowered discharge position, wherein the outer 
end of the inner section is moveable verticallv between a raised nosition and a lowered 
position during movement of the inner section between the raised retaining position and 
the lowered discharge position, and an outer section movably mounted to the outer end of 
1 5 the inner section, wherein the outer section is configured to engage the ground when the 
inner section is in its lowered position to facilitate movement of the bale onto the ground, 
and is configured to engage the bale when the inner section is moved to its raised 
retaining position to prevent movement of the bale toward the baler during movement of 
the tailgate from its open position toward its closed position. 

10. (Currently Amended) The round baler of claim 9, wherein the outer 
section of the bale kicker is movably mounted to the outer end of the inner section by 
means of a pivot connection interposed between th e outer end of the inner section of the 
bale kicker and an inner end defined by the outer section of the bale kicker. 

11. (Original) The round baler of claim 10, wherein the pivot connection 
enables the outer section of the bale kicker to pivot freely relative to the inner section 
when the inner section is moved to its lowered discharge position, in response to 
engagement of an outer end defmed by the outer section with the ground, and fiirther 

5 comprising a stop arrangement interposed between the inner section and the outer section 
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of the bale kicker for lifting the outer section upwardly when the inner section is moved 
from its lowered discharge position to its raised retaining position. 

12. (Currently Amended) Thn rnnnd halor of claim 1 1. A round baler. 

comprising: 

a bale-formine chamber defined bv a series of side-bv-side baler belts; 

a tailgate with which the baler belts are engaged, w herein the tailgate is 

5 movable between a closed position during bale formation and an open po sition for 
discharging the bale rearwardlv from the bale-forming ch amber: and 

a bale kicker for facilitating movement of the bale o nto the ground when 

the tailgate is m its open position and the bale is discharged from the bale-forming 
chamber, comprising an inner section located below of the bale-for ming chamber. 

10 wherein the inner section is movable between a raised retaining position and a lowered 
discharge position, and an outer section movablv mounted to the inner section, wherein 
the outer section is configured to engage the ground when the inner section is in its 
lowered position to facilitate movement of the hale onto the ground, and is configured to 
en gage the bale when the inner section is moved to its raise d retaining position to prevent 

15 movement of the bale toward the baler during movement of the t ailgate from its open 
position toward its closed position; 

w herein the outer section of the bale kicker is movab lv mounted to the 
inner section bv means of a pivot connection interposed between the inner section of die 
bale kicker and an inner end defined bv the outer section of t he bale kicker, wherein the 

20 pivot connection enables die outer section of the bale kicker to pivot fi-eelv relative to the 
inner section when the inner section is moved to its lowered discha rge position, in 
response to engagement of an outer end defined bv the outer section with the ground; and 

a stop arrangement interposed between the inner section and the outer 

section of the bale kicker for lifting the outer section upward lv when the inner section is 

25 moved from its lowered discharge position to its raised retaining position, w herein die 
stop arrangement is configured so as to lift die outer end of die outer section upwardly 
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when the inner section attains a predetermined position during movement from its 
lowered discharge position toward its raised retaining position, to move the bale off the 
outer section of the bale kicker, and to maintain the outer end of the outer section at an 
30 elevation above the ground sufficient to prevent the bale from rolling on the ground 
toward the baler when the inner section of the bale kicker is in its raised retaining 
position. 

13. (Original) The round baler of claim 9, further comprising a sensor 
arrangement for detecting the presence of a bale on the bale kicker when the tailgate is in 
its open position, and for preventing movement of the tailgate from its open position 
toward its closed position when the bale is located in a predetermined position on the bale 

5 kicker. 

14. (Original) The round baler of claim 13, wherein the tailgate is movable 
between its open and closed positions by means of one or more tailgate cylinder 
assemblies which are extendible and retractable so as to move the tailgate between its 
open and closed positions, wherein the sensor arrangement interacts with a pressurized 

5 fluid circuit in which the tailgate cylinder assemblies are arranged, so as to prevent 
operation of the tailgate cylinder assemblies to move the tailgate to its closed position 
from its open position. 

15. (Currently Amended) Thn mnnH hnlnr nf clnim 1 1 A round baler. 

comprising: 

a bale-forming chamber defined by a series of side -hy-side baler belts: 

a tailgate with which the baler belts are engaged, whe rein the tailgate is 

5 movable between a closed position during bale formation an d an open position for 
discharging the bale rearwardlv from die bale-forming c hamber: and 

a bale kicker for facilitating movement of the bale o nto the ground when 

the tailgate is in its open position and the bale is discharged from the bale-forming 
chamber, comprising an inner section located below of the bale-fo rming chamber. 

10 wherein the inner section is movable between a raised retaining position and a lowered 
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rii.scharpe position, and an outer section movablv mounted to the in ner section, wherein 
the outer section is configured to engage the ground when the inner section is in its 
lowered position to facilitate movement of the hale onto the g round, and is configured to 
enga ge the bale when the inner section is moved to its raised retainin g position to prevent 
15 movement of the bale toward the baler during movement of the tailgate from its open 
position toward its closed position: and 

a sensor arrangement for detecting the presence of a bale on the bale kicker 

when the tailgate is in its open position, and for preventing movemen t nf the tailgate from 
its open position toward its closed position when the bale is located in a predetermined 

20 position on the bale kicker, wherein the tailgate is movable betw een its open and closed 
positions bv means of one or more tailgate cylinder assemblies which a re extendible and 
retractable so as to move the tailgate between its open and closed positions, wherein the 
sensor arrangement interacts with a pressurized fluid circuit in which the tailgate cylinder 
assemblies are arranged, so as to prevent operation of the tailgate cyl inder assemblies to 

25 move the tailgate to its closed position from its open position , wherein the sensor 

arrangement includes a pivotable arm movable between a first position when engaged 
with a bale in a predetermined location on the bale kicker, and a second position when 
the bale is moved outwardly past the predetermined location on the bale kicker, wherein 
the arm is interconnected with a valve actuator, wherein the valve actuator is movable 

30 from an operative position in which the valve actuator actuates a valve in the pressurized 
fluid circuit when the inner section of the bale kicker is moved from its lowered 
discharge position to its raised retaining position and the arm is in its first position, and is 
movable to a disengaged position in which the valve actuator fails to actuate the valve 
when the inner section of the bale kicker is moved from its lowered discharge position to 

35 its raised retaining position, wherein failure to actuate the valve prevents operation of the 
tailgate cylinder assemblies so as to prevent movement of the tailgate from its open 
position toward its closed position. 
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16. (Original) The round baler of claim 10, further comprising a transport 
latch arrangement interposed between the tailgate and the outer section of the bale kicker, 
wherein the transport latch arrangement is operable to maintain the outer section of the 
bale kicker in an elevated position when the round baler is not in use. 

17. (Currently Amended) Thn mnnH hnlnr of claim 16 A round baler, 

comprising: 

a bale-forming chamber defined bv a series of side-h v-side baler belts: 

a tailgate with which the baler belts are en gaged, wherein the tailgate is 

5 movable between a closed position during bale form ation and an open position for 
dischar ging the bale rearwardlv from the bale- forming chamber; and 

a bale kicker for facilitating movement of the bale o nto the ground when 

the tail gate is in its open position and the bale is d ischarged from the bale-forming 
rhamher. comprising an inner section located below of the bale-forming chamber, 

10 wherein the inner section is movable between a raised retaining position and a lowered 
discharge position, and an outer section movablv mounted to the inner section, wherein 
the outer section is configured to engage the gro und when the inner section is in its 
lowered position to facilitate movement of the bale onto the grourd, and is configured to 
enga ge the hale when the inner section is moved to its raised retaining position to prevent 

15 movement of the bale toward the baler during movement of the tailgate from its open 
position toward its closed position, wherein the outer section of the bale kicker is 
movablv mounted to the inner section bv means o f a pivot connection interposed between 
the inner section of the bale kicker and an inner end de fined bv the outer section of the 
hale kicker: and 

20 a trans port latch arrangement interposed between the tailgate and the outer 

section of the bale kicker, wherein the transport latc h arrangement is operable to maintain 
the outer section of the bale kicker in an elevated p osition when the round baler is not in 
use, wherein the transport latch arrangement comprises a depending latch member 
extending downwardly fi-om the tailgate and engaged with the outer section of the bale 
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25 kicker, and wherein the latch member is adapted to move along the outer section of the 
bale kicker during movement of the tailgate from its closed position toward its open 
position, and wherein the latch member and the outer section of the bale kicker are 
configured so as to enable the latch member to move out of engagement with the outer 
section of the bale kicker when the tailgate is moved to its open position. 

18. (Currently Amended) A mediod of discharging a round bale from the 
bale-forming chamber of a round baler, wherein the round baler includes a tailgate 
movable between a closed position during bale formation and an open position for 
discharging the bale from the bale-forming chamber, comprising the steps of: 

5 positioning a movable bale kicker rearwardly of tiie bale-forming chamber, 

wherein the bale kicker includes an inner section movable between a raised and lowered 
position and an outer section pivotably mounted to the inner sentinn. wherein the inner 
section includes an inner end pivotablv mounted to the baler for movement be tween the 
raised and lowered positions, and wherein the outer section is pivotably mounted to the 

10 outer end of the inner section, wherein movement of the inner section be tween the raised 
and lowered positions moves the outer end of the inner section vertic allv between a raised 
position and a lowered position ; 

moving the bale kicker inner section to its lowered position so as to receive 
a bale discharged from the bale-forming chamber, wherein movement of the bale kicker 

1 5 inner section to its lowered position moves the outer end of t he inner section to the 

lowered position and causes at least an outer end defmed by the bale kicker outer section 
to engage the ground, wherein the bale is adapted to travel from the bale kicker inner 
section onto the bale kicker outer section when the inner section is in its lowered 
position; 

20 subsequently moving the bale kicker inner section toward its raised 

position, wherein the bale kicker outer section is adapted to move upwardly during 
movement of the inner end of the bale kicker inner section from its lowered position 
toward its raised position, wherein upward movement of the bale kicker outer section 
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results in the outer end of the bale kicker outer section being raised off the ground so as 
25 to move the bale off the bale kicker outer section and to engage the outer end of the bale 
kicker outer section with the bale and to thereby prevent movement of the bale toward the 
baler. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, further comprising the step of 
moving the tailgate from its open position to its closed position after movement of the 
bale kicker inner section from its lowered position to its raised position. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising the 
step of preventing movement of the tailgate from its open position to its closed position 
in the event the bale has not moved past a predetermined position on the bale kicker when 
the bale kicker inner section has been moved to its raised position. 

2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the step of preventing 
movement of the tailgate from its open position to its closed position is carried out by 
sensing the presence of a bale at or inwardly of the predetermined position on the bale 
kicker, and disabling operation of a pressurized fluid circuit within which one or more 

5 tailgate cylinders are connected, wherein the tailgate cylinders are operable to move the 
tailgate between its open and closed positions. 

22. (Currently Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Cancelled) 

24. (Previously Amended) A bale kicker mechanism for use with a round 
baler having a bale-forming chamber and a tailgate intercoimected with a tailgate 
operating mechanism which is operable to move the tailgate between a closed position 
during bale formation and an open position for discharging the bale from the round baler, 

5 comprising: 

a bale kicker movable between a lowered position when the tailgate is 
moved to its open position so as to receive the bale discharged fi*om the bale-forming 
chamber and to facilitate movement of the bale from the bale-forming chamber onto the 
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ground, and a raised position in which the bale kicker is moved upwardly from its 

1 0 lowered position; and 

a sensing arrangement interconnected with the tailgate operating 
mechanism for sensing the presence of a bale at or inwardly of a predetermined position 
on the bale kicker, wherein the sensing arrangement functions to prevent operation of the 
tailgate operating mechanism so as to move the tailgate toward its closed position in the 

1 5 event the bale is located at or inwardly of the predetermined position on the bale kicker; 

wherein the tailgate operating mechanism comprises one or more 
extendible and retractable tailgate cylinder assemblies interconnected in a pressurized 
fluid cu-cuit, and wherein the sensing arrangement interacts with the pressurized fluid 
circuit so as to prevent operation of the tailgate cylinder assemblies to move the tailgate 

20 to its closed position in the event the bale is located at or inwardly of the predetermined 
position on the bale kicker, and; 

wherein the sensing arrangement includes a biased arm member located in 
the path of movement of the bale as the bale moves on the bale kicker at or inwardly of 
the predetermined location on the bale kicker, and a valve actuator interconnected with 

25 the biased arm member, wherein the valve actuator is in a first position when the biased 
arm member is not engaged with a bale wherein movement of the bale kicker to its raised 
position causes the valve actuator to actuate a valve in the pressurized fluid circuit so as 
to allow operation of the tailgate cylinder assemblies so as to move the tailgate from its 
open position to its closed position, and wherem the valve actuator is moved to a second 

30 position in response to engagement of the biased arm member with a bale wherein, when 
the valve actuator is in its second position, the valve actuator fails to actuate the valve 
upon movement of the bale kicker to its raised position, wherein failure to actuate the 
valve prevents operation of the pressurized fluid circuit to prevent movement of the 
tailgate cylinder assemblies to move the tailgate toward its closed position. 
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REMARKS 

In the Office Action, claims 1, 2, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 18 and 19 were rejected 
under 35 USC §102(b) as being anticipated by Clostermeyer et al U.S. Patent 4,566,380. 
Claims 5 and 16 were rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clostermeyer et al in view of Jennings U.S. Patent 4,458,587. Claims 8, 14 and 21 were 
rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clostermeyer et al in view of 
OlinU.S. Patent 5,263,410. 

Claims 3, 4, 6, 12, 15, 17 and 24 were objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, with an indication that such claims would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. By this response, claims 3, 6, 12, 15 and 17 are amended to independent form, in 
each case incorporating the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In 
view of the Examiner's indication, it is thus believed that claims 3, 6, 12, 15 and 17 are in 
allowable form, along widi dependent claim 4. Claim 24 was amended to independent 
form in the response filed November 26, 2003. The Examiner's indication of allowable 
subject matter in claim 24 is interpreted to indicate allowance of claim 24. 

The remaining claims have been amended in a manner believed to clearly 
and patentably define over the references. 

The Examiner states that Clostermeyer et al discloses a bale kicker 
assembly which includes an inner kicker 19 and an outer kicker 16, in combination witii a 
lifting and lowering arrangement 22, 24, 25 and 26. Applicants note with appreciation 
the Examiner's explanations as to applicability of the Clostermeyer et al reference to the 
claimed subject matter. 

In Clostermeyer et al, reference character 16 denotes an outer rod that is 
rotatably supported on a pin 17, to provide an inclined discharge path for bales 15 
(column 3, lines 27-29). Pin 17 is connected to a fixed carrier profile 18. A lever 19 is 
welded to rod 16 (column 3, lines 3 1-33). With this constiuction, outer rod 16 is 
rotatably supported at pin 17, and lever 19 is welded to rod 16 so that both rod 16 and 
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lever 19 rotate about pin 17. Thus, there is a fixed angular relationship between lever 19 
and rod 16, 

In direct contrast, the present invention contemplates a kicker 30 having 
pivotably interconnected inner and outer sections 32, 34, respectively. Inner section 32 is 
pivotably mounted to the baler at pivot tube 38. Inner section 32 defines an mner end 
pivotably mounted to pivot tube 38, and an outer end that moves vertically between a 
raised position as shown in Fig. 4a and a lowered position as shown in Fig. 4b, in 
response to operation of the lifting and lowering arrangement. Furthermore, outer section 
34 of kicker 30 is pivotably mounted to the outer end of iimer section 32. With this 
construction, the kicker of the present invention has a jointed construction, defined by the 
pivotable interconnection between the inner and outer sections. 

The remaining independent claims of this application have been amended 
to emphasize this feature. Specifically, claim 1 is amended to state that the inner kicker 
section defines an inner end and an outer end. The iimer end of the inner kicker section is 
defined as being pivotably mounted to the baler. Claim 1 further states that the inner 
kicker section is movable between a lowered discharge position and a raised position. 
Claim 1 is amended to state that movement of the inner kicker section between the 
lowered discharge position and the raised position moves the outer end of the inner kicker 
section vertically between a lowered position and a raised position. Claim 1 fiirther states 
that the outer kicker section has an inner end that is pivotably mounted to the outer end of 
the inner kicker section, and an outer end spaced rearwardly therefrom. 

The Clostermeyer et al reference does not show or suggest the subject 
matter of amended claim 1. As noted above, Clostermeyer et al shows lever 19 and rod 
16 secured together in a fixed angular relationship and pivotably moimted to the baler at 
pin 17. In Clostermeyer et al, the inner end of the lever 19 is not pivotably 
interconnected with the baler, as set forth in claim 1, but rather is interconnected with 
switching rod 20. Further, the outer end of lever 19 is fixed to the inner end of rod 16, 
and is not vertically movable between raised and lowered positions, as claimed. Finally, 
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the inner end of rod 16 is connected to lever 19 in a fixed angular relationship, and is not 
pivotably mounted to the outer end of an inner kicker section, as claimed. 



For the above reasons, claim 1 is believed to patentably define over the 



Clostermeyer et al reference. A review of the remaining references of record similarly 
fails to show or suggest the claimed subject matter, and accordingly claim 1 is believed 
allowable. 



Claims 2, 5, 7 and 8 depend directly or indirectly from claim 1, and are 



believed allowable for the above reasons as well as in view of the subject matter of each 
claim. 



Independent claims 9 and 18 are amended to incorporate limitations similar 



to those added to amended claim 1. Accordingly, claims 9 and 18 are thus also believed 
allowable, along with dependent claims 10, 1 1, 13, 14, and 16 (which depend from claim 
9) and dependent claims 19-21 (which depend from claim 18). 



This response places all of the pending claims into condition for allowance, 



and does not require further consideration and/or search. Accordingly, entry of this 
amendment is respectfully requested, along with issuance of a Notice of Allowance. 



The Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned by phone if 



questions remain after consideration of this response, or if such would otherwise facilitate 
prosecution. 



Boyle, Fredrickson, Newholm, 

Stein & Gratz, S.C. 
250 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1030 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 225-9755 

Attorney Docket No,: 420.004 
Customer No. 23598 



Respectfully submitted, 




By 



Andrew S. McConnell 
Reg. No. 32,272 
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